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Welcome to issue #3 of your District X Newsletter.  

I hope you find it interesting and enjoy it from start to 

finish. 

This issue of the newsletter finds us right at the start of 

the flying season. Some areas in our district fly all year 

long, but more flying takes place during the spring and 

early summer, mainly because of the heat.  Most of the 

pilots in our hot climates fly early in the day or late in 

the afternoon, but that’s ok, flying is flying and we just 

want some stick time right? Don’t forget your sun-screen 

and plenty of liquids when you do go out to fly.  

As I write this part of the newsletter I just returned home from a trip into our district. I 

went to central California first, then a week in and around Las Vegas, and another week 

into the Los Angeles and San Diego area’s. The sole purpose of the trip was to meet and 

talk with members and visit flying sites I had never been to (see trip pictures inside the 

newsletter). This was done for a variety of reasons. Mainly to learn and hear directly from 

the members what is important to them, or I should say you. I had also received personal 

requests from members and clubs that wanted me to come visit them .  Because it was the 

start of the flying season, I felt there was no better time.  My plan is to go into Arizona or 

Utah next. I will be contacting our AVP’s in those areas for clubs to go to but if you have an 

event or would like me to come to your club, drop me a line. We also have a good group of 

AVP’s and we can arrange for one of them to visit you as well.   

For those who would question my doing this, thinking it a grand trip of nothing but fun. I of-

fer this. Yes it was fun, I am a modeler after all, but the trip was business and it felt like it eve-

ryday as I drove my motorhome for over 2,000 long miles from place to place not knowing 

what to expect.     To those I met.       I thank you for the warm welcomes I received. 

I think most of you know I created this newsletter so we could all communicate together. 

So we could learn about the programs and benefits offered by the AMA but also so we 

could learn from each other as well.  As members of the AMA, we have two major things 

we need to do together. #1 We need to increase our membership numbers. The larger our 

organization is, the more power we have, the larger our voice with agencies like the FAA. 

We can do this by promoting our hobby within our communities, by getting kids interest-

ed in programs like the AMA’s Aero Lab or by just holding flying events, like TAG events, 

where we welcome families to our clubs and teach them about our great, healthy hobby.  



The second, and just as important, is keeping 

and finding new flying sites. All too many 

clubs are on borrowed time because the land 

they are on is prime for another use, or be-

cause housing is getting too close, or any oth-

er number of reasons. We need to find as 

many answers to the question, how do I find a 

new place to fly? or.... How do we keep our ex-

isting flying site?  

The AMA already has a lot of material we can 

use to start with and a new position at head-

quarters is being created for this exact purpose. I am sure the individual who is in charge 

of this will work up a heck of a program that will come into play soon, but I want to work 

on this myself, now, with your help, for our district and its members.  

Some clubs have gone through these issues and have learned valuable lessons., lessons we 

can use to help others. I want to start gathering this information and add it to what the 

AMA is doing with companies like Waste Management and Parks and Recreation depart-

ments, and compile it, so it can be given to new and existing clubs that need it. If your club 

has gone through something like this, I would like to hear about it. What happened, how 

was it settled etc…                  Lets be proactive, before the time comes you need it. 

 Another thing I have learned is that clubs need to be of value to their communities, before 

the tough times come. Clubs need to be involved with groups, like schools, Boy Scouts, Cub 

Scouts, assisted living homes, Churches, wherever, so their city, county or state agencies 

and their officers will feel like helping them when they are needed.  

Having flying events where you welcome the public AND your city officials….. can go a 

long way to help build good relationships. During these events set up a time or all day with 

a buddy box plane or two and get them trying our hobby. They might not join, and that’s 

fine, but if they come out and see a good healthy activity, that kids and families are enjoy-

ing they will stick up for you as best they can, when the time comes.  

Some clubs have been around a long time and have built great relationships with their 

communities, their county, city and state agencies because of doing things like this. These 

clubs have a leg up on those who don’t have good relations with them. Let’s change that. 

Let’s get it so the whole country knows who we are.  So…... 

 



I would like to ask all our clubs that have been through any of this, to please send me any 

information on these topics you have, any.  Although some information you have will not 

simply be on a written page that you can just send, I am asking for you to take the time to 

write or type it and send it to me. If you have received a letter from any organization thank-

ing the club for its work or maybe how well it works alongside wildlife etc...  please send 

those letters as well. Your efforts will help clubs keep existing or attain new, flying sites all 

across our district. Maybe even yours...again? 

 I will compile it all and we will come up with some solutions to these problems. 

Ok, on to something I think is really cool…  Your AMA Executive Director Jim Cherry sent 

the Executive Council this link. 

http://www.rcuniverse.com/forum/fb.asp?m=9525539 

It is to a web site that shows AMA clubs on Google Maps. The web site lets you find any 
AMA clubs (I presume that have sent the AMA their GPS coordinates).  Although I couldn’t 
get a birds eye view of a couple fields it will surely get you close if you are traveling and 
want to find a place to fly. Take a few minutes to check it out. I liked it enough I put it in my 
favorites folder. I plan to visit a lot of clubs as your District X Vice President and I use a Gar-
min….well we will just say….a lot, so this will help me. The sites creators name is Andrew, 
he is the Director of Development, @ controlchat.com.      Good work Andrew… 

http://www.rcuniverse.com/forum/fb.asp?m=9525539


Your staff at AMA Headquarters 
 

I wanted the members to get a look at a group of folks back 

at headquarters, this isn’t all, but it’s a bunch of them. This 

is as dedicated a group as an organization could possibly 

have. I honestly wish every AMA member could take a tour 

of the facility and meet every one of these folks. It would 

transform the way you think about YOUR AMA, no matter 

how you feel now. 

I am honored to work with every one of the men and women 

pictured here.  



Windmills on my way into Nevada. 

The start of my trip into the district. 

The membership made it clear right off it 

was important I took the time out of my 

personal life to meet them face to face, to 

talk about their hobby. Although the trip 

was business I went as a pilot, after all I 

was a modeler first right? I personally 

have never thought non flyers should gov-

ern our hobby, so I don’t plan to stop fly-

ing because I want to be your Vice Presi-

dent. As a matter of fact we have some 

good flying VP’s. So always look to me as 

a pilot as well as your District X Vice Presi-

dent. I see no reason why we can fly to-

gether as well as do business together. 

My first stop for the night was at the High-

way 41 flyers field, to a 3D event known as 

the Central California 3D Fest. Here is a look. 



Las Vegas R/C Club President, Tom Brandt, was a gracious host, 

introducing me to several club members and event partici-

The Fabulous Las Vegas Heli Fun Fly held at the famous Bennett 

field was well attended with some 95 pilots. Doing his highly 

skilled thing was 14 year old Ben Storick to the left, he is good! 

The pilots raffle prizes, a nice bunch of gear 



We learn something new most every day, well maybe not every day but often. Before my trip 

into the district I never thought more than 1 flying club would share the same piece of prop-

erty. On this trip I found several places are set up like this and I visited a few. The first was 

the flying field shared by the Rebel Squadron and The Prop Nuts, both of Las Vegas, NV. The-

se two clubs share a very nice flying site as you can see. Housing has closed in on the field 

but club members and AVP Greg Clemensen  worked with City officials to develop a system 

to make sure planes meet noise restrictions that don’t bother nearby residences. We ALL 

need to work WITH whatever agencies when necessary, like they did.       Great job to all! 

The field was filled mainly with aero-

batic planes, but not all. 



Meet some of..The Santa Fe Dam Modelers and me. 

Read about their 

recent AMA TAG 

event here in the 

next newsletter. 

Great job guys! 



  San Diego’s Clubs 
The first is the Chula Vista Model & Radio Controlled Club, then The Silent Electric Flyers by Marine 

World, Third was the world famous Torrey Pines glider site and last but not least was The Miramar 

Radio Controlled Flyers. I must admit, I was surprised to find the Chula Vista RC Club right on the 

Mexico border.   

That is Tijuana in the back-

ground! Don Hille, CVMRCC 

President is in the picture with 

I got a flight on Chula Vista 

club member Jim Smith’s 

“Rudder-Only” foamie.  

It flew quite well and would be 

suitable for use with a com-

fortable chair and a cold soda. 

Quite relaxing and fun to fly. 

The silent electric flyers of 

San Diego have a beautiful 

place to fly overlooking the 

water with Marine World on 

their left (below left) 

The guy on the right is a very good pilot. The wind was blowing (as it does often there) and he didn’t let 

it affect his flying at all. Soon we will have a report on some EMAC flying, its like IMAC only with electric 

airplanes. It is done here at this field. A beautiful place to fly. Next, Torrey Pines and Miramar 



 

Torrey Pines 

Here is where the R/C gliders fly from. 

One of our AVP’s Jerry Neuberger flying at 

Miramar. Jerry took me to the San Diego sites. 
Miramar 

Lots of nice shade, good members, priceless. 



Although their isn’t room to cover everyplace I went, my next stop was the RCX show in Po-

mona, CA. It was packed with airplane and car lovers. Although I am a plane guy I couldn’t 

help being impressed by some of the cars. I mean a 62cc RC Truck with 2 NOS canisters! 

The Pomona Valley Model Airplane Club 

supported the AMA by sharing booth 

space. They were a great bunch of guy’s. 

I look forward to flying with them at 

their flying field some day. I almost 

made this trip but ran out of steam and 

had to head home, next time guy’s. 



Every good event starts with a pilots meeting 

and this was no exception. This Glider event 
was held at the Field of Dreams Park in San 

Pedro, CA 
It was well attended and the flying was good. 
Listening to the pilots, the lift could have 

been better, but it was a good fun day none 
the less. 

3 winches to take 

them up and good 

friends, what more 

could a glider 

guy...or gal want. 

More of my trip into the district. 



One of the most complete clubs anywhere 

let alone in the LA area, the Valley flyers field 

has it all. A huge runway fit for everything, 

an electric area, 3 helicopter circles and con-

trol line flyers use the area as well with their 

own circled off place to go round n round. A 

nice set-up and good folks. If you attend the 

AMA EXPO the last few years you have seen 

the clubs impressive booth, it’s nice. 

The electric area, all by itself… nice. 

Last but definitely not least on my trip was OCMA in Orange County. I have heard a lot about this flying site 

and was glad to get to see it. I came at a time and day when not many guys were flying but I could see why 

it was a popular place to fly. Wide open skies, no noise restrictions, what more could a modeler ask for. 

I would like to thank our Associate Vice Presidents for all their help getting me address and or hauling me 

around to some 20 flying sites Bill Malvey, Jerry Neuberger and Greg Clemensen. The trip taught me a lot 

and I got to spend time with a lot of members. I can honestly say it was obvious to me that my taking the 

effort to get out in the district was appreciated and I promise you all, I will do it as long as I am your District 

X Vice President. Look for me to be out and about again soon. I will report about it here.       Your VP.  



Join us for The  

Biggest Little Air Show 

On 

Ford Island 
Saturday & Sunday, August 21 & 22, 2010, 10am to 4pm 

 
The Museum’s very successful branded event returns with an expanded  

2-dayAirshow: 

Celebrating 100 Years of Aviation in Hawaii  

(Special flight demonstrationof 1/3 scale model Curtis P18, first 

aircraft to fly in Hawaii) 

• Military helicopter & jet flyover to start & end the show 

• Military helicopter static display 

• Over 150 remote control 1/5th scale warbirds participating 

• Aerial combat, stunts, aerobatics, candy bombing & static displays 

• 20 Prize Drawings (need not be present to win) 

• Free Concert 

• Museum & Hangar Tours 

• Food and drink booths 

• Aviation oriented booths 
Last year’s August 2008 Airshow received over 3,600 in attendance and exten-

sive media coverage in local, national & Japanese media, including 65 televi-

sion news stories on the Mainland via Fox National & affiliate TV News. 



District X AVP, and web site administrator Jon Wilson and I are working 

hard to make your District X web site better and better. We want to make 

it the best we can, so please be patient, and know we are working toward 

that goal.  

There have already been a lot of changes to the site, so rather than go 

through them all here, take a moment and check it out. There are 10 

links at the top of the opening page and you can look through them or 

scroll down to see current ads for things like special events.  

Event calendar, if you click on a state you will get the AMA’s main web 

site’s event calendars, but we also have your own District X event site as 

well, that lists all events, not just sanctioned events. 

Chat rooms. Please understand, our AMA has a huge web site with various 

chat rooms and every AMA member can post there. We don’t see the need 

to duplicate that benefit. What we want here is District X news and events, 

posted for District X members, so please contact your District X AVP offic-

ers or myself to get material published there. Clubs should send a link to 

their web site so Jon can get it on the site. We hope you enjoy the new im-

provements and look back often for more.  Your VP Michael Brown 

Check out your District 

X Web Site @ AMA10.org 



 

Hello, I’m Lawrence Tougas. 

 

As a candidate in last year’s District X election I met many outstanding modelers and their 
families.  It was the experience of a lifetime.  Jim Giffin and I had the closest election in AMA 
history, our election totals were only 34 votes apart, a virtual tie.  It was 34 votes in a dis-
trict with 28,000 members but, those 34 votes decided the election and they favored Jim.  I 
wished Jim all the best in his victory.  Sadly Jim passed away only one month into his term, 
and we are now faced with a special election to determine who will lead District X. 

I believe I am best qualified to be District X VP. 

My top 3 issues remain the same as last year; help clubs keep their flying fields, improve the 
District X web presence, and, establish an AMA western United States flying site in District 
X. 

I value the support I got from all of you who voted for me last year and I hope you’ll do the 
same again. 

For those of you who voted for Jim please take another look at me.  I have a website that 
details all of the reasons I believe I am the best candidate to be Vice-President and would 
sincerely appreciate your vote. 

Finally I would like to address those who did not vote last year.  Many simply feel that it 
makes no difference who they vote for because in their view nothing ever changes.  All I can 
say is give me a chance to prove you wrong.  I have some definite plans for District X and 
can’t wait to pursue them. 

 

Read more about my campaign at: 

http://ama-district-x-election.blogspot.com 

 

Thank you for your consideration, 

Lawrence Tougas 

http://ama-district-x-election.blogspot.com/


In the photo above, AVP Jon Wilson (and your district X Web Master) presents a 
District X award plaque to World Free Flight Champion Erv Rodemsky.   

The award was presented on December 8, 2009 at the annual Concord Model En-
gineers Christmas dinner party at Marie Calendars in Concord, California.  The 
award was presented along with another award from the club to pay tribute to 
Erv’s many years of contributions to modeling.  Erv is noted for designing a Penny 
Plane class kit called “The DandiFlyer”.  He also developed several microfilm for-
mulas like GP-84-2P and GP-90 which are still used today as a standard for free 
flight models in competition.   

If not for the innovative thinking and experimentation by great modelers like Erv, 
we would not have the advancements in modeling we all regularly enjoy and 
sometimes take for granted.  Thanks again to Erv Rodemsky for being a great 
friend to the modeling community. 



This was sent to me from the Yuma Aeromodelers (from Yuma Arizona) Vice Presi-
dent Palmer Hundtoft.  In looking at the club web site the club has been around for 
about 30 years and welcomes every type of flying you could think of. Looking at the 
next 5 pages with pictures they have a nice field with a paved runway, shade in the 
pits etc… From his words below I’d say they had a good time at their event.  

 
Before time mellows and mental dust settles to coat immediate memories, I wanted to share 
some of my initial impressions on our most spectacular event ever produced by the club.  I'm 
sure that the plusses and minuses can (and should) be listed  as soon as possible but for now, 
I'm mostly glad that the event is history, that the tasks at hand have been accomplished, and 
that all is well. My most profound thanks and admiration go to the guys who made this thing 
possible: 

            Don Lawrence        Prez, 50-50 Raffle Chairman 
            Jim LaBarge           Admin Chairman 
            Don Runnells          Field Set Up 
            Don Jacobs            Cub Scout Food Court 
            Bob Moody           Swap Meet Chairman 
            Palmer Hundtoft     Air Boss, Flight Line Coordinator 
            Bill Beck                Airshow Booking 
            Bob Norris             Announcer 
            Country Roads Flyers   Sunday Fun Fly organization  
            Another long list of guys that filled in, volunteered as required, propped up and sup-
ported the chairmen, and absolutely formed the backbone of the event; some new to the 
club, some long timers: Don Hoyt, Jim Sutton, Dave Barthelomew, Ray Brindos, Dennis 
Mattson, Mike Craner, Jack Collins, Mike Bennett (and wife), Bill and Dianne Beck, Rod 
Chaffee, Dan Oberg.....the list 
goes on, but things are still in a 
bit of a blur: names, faces, spe-
cific acts of generosity all get 
melded into a tapestry of 
"organized confusion" and 
spectacular flight demonstra-
tions.  I want to apologize to 
anyone who stepped forward 
and was not on this 
list...absolutely due to exhaus-
tion and my advanced 
age.  Stepping forward to help 
get things done makes the dif-
ference between good, better, 
best. 



And, of course, thanks to the pilots.  We flew an estimated 250 flights: some fast, some slow 
without a hint of safety problems and without any major incidents....(John Vert spiked a pre-
cision landing on Sunday's Fun Fly competition and ended up with a bit of "hard landing 
rash" and later,  Mike Craner dorked his A-10 Wart Hog foamie but has not pronounced it 
dead, only wounded.......so all in all, a very successful weekend of safe and exciting fly-
ing.  Night flying in the breezy darkness was a challenge that  was handled with great fi-
nesse....on Saturday "Little Juan" the RC jumper just got better and better....his last landing 
dropped absolutely at the feet of "Big Juan".  Charlie and buddies made breathless jet flights 
appear easy, as did the Ed Wuytack with his electric pie pan.  Who will ever forget Dave 
Melin's 600' ribbon tow.......every flight was just absolutely  fantastic.  
 
So anyway....we did it.  Well..... in fact very well.  But that does not mean that there is not 
lots of room for improvements.  I welcome comments and recommendations for improve-
ments in program or set up.  Don Lawrence will announce a special meeting for a review and 
critique of the event in the next week or two and everyone is invited to participate.  Your in-
put to improving the air show is requested and welcome.  Feel free to offer suggestions or 
volunteer for a committee next year. 
Once again, thanks to everyone who contributed for doing a great job.     Russ V. 



It looks like they had a nice variety of airplanes at their event. Bi-planes, jets, electric and 

aerobatic, what more could am AMA member ask for? Oh ya night flying and sitting around a 

campfire in the evening……… (next page) 

There are lots of great clubs all across our district. When I learn of one like this I like to share 

them with you. Maybe if you happen to be traveling in the area you can stop by and say hi, 

I'm sure you would be welcome. The Yuma Aeromodelers are not only an active club they 

are an AMA Gold Leader Club as well. There are three levels, with Gold being the highest.  

 

If you would like to check out their web site it’s,   

http://home.earthlink.net/~jacontrera/index.html 

Michael Brown 

AMA District X Vice President 

District X Newsletter Editor. 



That fire looks mighty relaxing 

doesn’t it? 

Night flying. Just another way to have a 

great time in this hobby. If you have nev-

er tried it, you should, it’s a lot of fun. 



More 

Yuma Aeromodelers  



Good, club, fun! 

The Yuma Aeromodelers 



NCFFC Annual Awards Banquet 

(Northern California Free Flight Council) 

Every year the NCFFC holds its annual 

awards banquet to honor those who 

have excelled in outdoor free flight for 

the year. This year's festivities was M/

C'ed by Mike McKeever (pictured left 

stacking raffle prizes) who is a past 

World Champion  in F1A.  The banquet 

was held at The Sudwerks, Davis , Cali-

fornia on January 19th, 2010 

The event was orga-

nized by Doug Gal-

breath (owner of 

The Print Shop in 

Davis and long time 

engine reworker for 

all strains of model  

aviation as well as 

past USA Team 

member). 



Perpetual awards were given out from the 2009 Gold Cup/Silver Cup Series.  

NCFFC Annual Awards Banquet  continued 

Mike McKeever  

 2009 Gold Cup F1H         

Jim Johnson   

 2009 Silver Cup  P-30                 

Jim Muther  

2009 Silver Cup  1/2 A Gas  



The rest of the cup winners not pictured above: 

Troy Davis  (Jr)  2009 Gold Cup   F1G   

Chinmay Jaju     2009 Gold Cup   F1J 

Craig Cusick      2009 Silver Cup  Handlaunch Glider/ Catapult Glider 

  A great time was had by all.  Lots of raffle prizes was donated and given out. 

Several hundred dollars was made for the NCFFC,  and no one left empty hand-

ed.  

NCFFC Annual Awards Banquet  continued 

Come one, come all and experience the wonderful world of outdoor freeflight in 

California. This is where model aviation was born and it is still alive today.  



Winch launching  - permanent winch/retriever setup.  Carpeted landed area seen in 
the right rear.  Nice scenery around the field. 

The Las Vegas Soaring Club is a very active group with about 65 members who fly a variety of 
aircraft ranging from sailplanes, 3D foamies, helicopters and general sport planes.  Our field 
is restricted to sailplanes and electrics only – no gas engines permitted.  The field is located 
near the Red Rock Conservation area in the desert west of the Las Vegas Strip. It is rough but 
very flyable. Gordy Stahl has often referred to our field as ‘Moonscape’.   We have a perma-
nent winch/retriever setup plus a carpeted landing area about 210 feet long by 45 feet wide. 

We fly Monday and Saturday as a club but the field is available everyday to members only.  
The majority of our members now fly some sort of electric planes with the pure glider guys 
being in the minority. 

We welcome all visitors to join us while in Las Vegas. A recent write-up in RC Groups by a visi-
tor from Florida says it all.   

The link is: http://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showthread.php?t=1187632 

We have held a two day electric event since 2001 called the Las Vegas SuperFly.  This has 
been an amazing fun fly event with many vendors, spectators and fliers enjoying our October 
weather. 

We did a Postal Contest between ourselves, the Thousand Oaks TOSS club and Detroit 
(Greater Detroit Soaring and Hiking Society) when the Easy Glider first became popular (see 
photos).    Please visit our website at:   http://www.lasvegassoaring.org 

Meet The Las Vegas Soaring Club 
Another club I met on my trip through the district….. 

http://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showthread.php?t=1187632
http://www.lasvegassoaring.org/


This is a photo of our club's entries in the Postal Contest. 

Talk about wide 

open skies! 

They have 

some very 

beautiful scen-

ery by the fly-

ing site. This 

picture was tak-

en across the 

street and down 

a few hundred 

yards from the 

field. 



A couple pictures from our Super Fly including some 
of the vendor areas. 

More of, The Las Vegas Soaring Club 



While investing at 8% 

  The Associated Modelers of Sacramento (AMOS) are in the process of building a 
new flying site in Placer County, Ca.  We have now completed all the MRF site and Placer 
County requirements. All fees have been paid and we are in possession of a 5 yr with a 5 yr 
renewable lease, and all Placer County permits. We can start construction in May when the 
wet season is over.   

  We’re offering investors of any amount from $100 to $60,000 8% interest on 
their money.  We guarantee that the money will stay in a saving account until there is suffi-
cient funds to complete the field.  If we can not raise sufficient funds to complete the field 
and must abandon the project, investors will have their funds returned with whatever inter-
est they earned while in the AMOS bank account." 

  When we complete the field, investors will receive 8% interest on their invest-
ment in the field from the date they loaned the money.  Loans will then be paid off within 3 
years, or earlier as funds become available. 

  Go to AMOSRC.com for more information or contact: 

    John L. Sorenson - AMA 14564- ph 916-216-0384 or 
(john_sorenson@mac.com) for questions or more information about this opportunity. 

Help Build a new Flying Site 
The information below was sent to me by John Sorenson. The AMOS club is trying to build a 

new flying field so they are trying to raise the funds to do so. I thought this was a good place 

to give their efforts some exposure, so if you are interested Please read below.            Mike 



After receiving the second District X newsletter Don sent us this…...Thanks Don... 

I’m Don Johanson, a member of the Mountain Flyers R/C club in the Angels Camp area of 
Northern California, I’ve been a modeler for 58 of my 68 years.  Lately I’ve kind of run short 
of time for building, which is my first love, and have had almost none for flying.  Our club par-
ticipates in several joint meets and contests with several other area clubs.  We enjoy Float 
Flying and have a very nice field.  I’ve enclosed a couple of pictures of our Calaveras Airport 
Day participation and a couple of my planes, a SR Eindekker and a little .15 powered guy 
called “Size Zero” from plans in a British Mag. Called R/C Model World. 



The following is the text of a letter to the editor printed in the Saturday, March 6 

edition of the Yuma Sun newspaper: 

 

 As a first time visitor to the Yuma area (for business), I was lucky to have stumbled 

upon the Yuma Aeromodelers' model air show on Feb 21 at the club's airfield off 

Highway 95 north of the city. 

I was impressed with the large crowd of spectators, many of whom seemed to be va-

cationers from the north enjoying the warm winter weather of southern Arizona. 

 The event's organizers and builder-pilots of the many model aircraft flown during the 

event were very hospitable to me and to others in the crowd, patiently answering the 

endless barrage of questions:  "How fast do they go?  How high do they fly?  How 

much do they cost?" 

The pilots wowed the crowd all day with their flying skills, from small electric models 

to 150-plus mph turbine-powered jets.  The well planned accommodations for the 

spectators-parking, restroom facilities and concessions provided by the local Cub 

Scouts - added to the enjoyment. 

It was a very pleasant morning and afternoon for me, and left me with a warm feeling 

for Yuma and the folks who live here. 

Yuma is fortunate to have a group like the Aeromodelers as part of the fabric of the 

city and as good-will ambassadors to the visitors passing through. 

 

Signed,   Charlie Gettier 

              Annapolis, Md.  

The article above was sent to me by one of the Yuma Aeromodelers, Palmer 

Hundtoft, just to let me know they had a good event. I couldn’t help but think of what 

a great thing they had done, not just for the reporter or even all the spectators but for 

themselves in the eyes of there community as well. I am proud to have clubs like this 

in our district and I hope you are too. It’s why I put this in here for you to read…... 

Many calls are received about clubs that are having problems keeping or finding fly-

ing fields. Building strong relations with your city’s leaders and government officials 

can be invaluable when and if you ever need them. A club should hold events where 

the public is welcome FREE. Advertise them as FREE Air Show so they know what 

they are going to see. Invite local media out and get them on a buddy box. Maybe try 

helping the local Cub Scouts or Boy Scouts or even a class at the local school might 

be interested in the AMA’s Aero Lab program. All these things will help build relations. 



009 AMA Delta Dart Fly-in for Cub, Boy, and Girl Scouts 

Sponsored by 

Tri Valley RC Modelers and Santa Maria Museum of Flight 

On Saturday, April 18, 2009, some 48 Cub Scouts, Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts from the Santa Maria 
Scout Council gathered at the Maldonado Recreation Center in Santa Maria, CA for the annual AMA 
Delta Dart Fly-in.  This event is jointly sponsored and conducted by the Tri Valley RC Modelers 
(TVRCM, AMA Charter 170) and the Santa Maria Museum of Flight (SMMOF).  Originally open to 
Cub Scouts, the event was expanded to include Boy Scouts and for the first time this year, Girl 
Scouts.  TVRCM and SMMOF provide the AMA Delta Dart kits and building supplies to the scout 
packs and troops.  We also offer a building session, primarily for the leaders, who take the kits and 
their training back to their own units.  The final fly-in is held after the scout unit activities, and con-
sists of three events: flight distance, flight duration and spot landing.  Each scout has three opportu-
nities in each event and the results are averaged to select the winners. 

The event was very well organized by Bob Allington, a long time TVRCM member, and a member of 
the Museum of Flight.  Scout leaders and other volunteers 
checked each scout in, assigned each a number and gave 
them a score card to keep and have filled out by the judg-
es for each flight.  After an opening flag ceremony, Bob 
explained the events and the schedule to everyone. 

Before the main 
fly-in events be-
gan everyone 
was gathered to 
one side of the 
gym and were 
treated to an im-

pressive demonstration of electric indoor 3-D flight per-
formed by Cameron Irwin, one of our Club’s junior mem-
bers, a Boy Scout, and freshly back from his first IMAC win!  
Cameron’s dad, Mark, spotted for him.  Then the scouts 
got in line by number and eagerly awaited their turn, while keeping a close eye on the awards table. 

Members of the Santa Maria Chapter of The 99s Women 
Pilots Association did an excellent and enthusiastic job of 
lining up the scouts and measuring their times and dis-
tances. 

As you can imagine, there were many levels of building 
skills represented in this mixed group of kids, and many 
new “experimental” Delta Dart configurations.  A “pit crew” 
of TVRCM volunteers explained, demonstrated and as-
sisted in basic balance and trim adjustments for many of 
the aircraft.  Bob Allington and others also stood by to as-
sist with the inevitable on-the-spot repairs, sometimes 
when the scout nervously announced “my group is in line”.  
The repair kit was well stocked with balsa sticks, CA glue, 

post-it note trim tab paper and motor rubber.  While the scouts waited for their turns, many of them 
practiced or just flew their aircraft which contributed to the consumption of repair stock, but, hey, 
what good is a model airplane if you can’t fly it? 



The Tri Valley Club also had a static display of various kinds 
of airplanes the members fly, plus some club brochures.  
Many scouts (and parents) checked out our table with both 
curiosity and real interest.  Here, Club Vice President Frank 
George explains the workings of his electric powered Hobby 
Lobby Gee Bee Model-Y to a couple of interested scouts.  
One of the “99s” pilots, upon spotting the scale P-47, ex-
claimed “Now that’s a real plane!” 

After all the trials were over and the score cards tallied, 
Santa Maria Mayor  Larry Lavagnino announced the win-
ners and handed out the awards.  In the end, there were 
many happy scouts and winners.  

Why do we do this every year?  There are many reasons: 
community involvement, promoting aviation, the AMA and 
our club, and so on.  As has been pointed out by others, 
there are many activities an interests competing for our 
young people’s time today, some very wholesome and ben-
eficial, others not.  The scouting program tries to instill good 
values while developing different skills and knowledge 
through its program of merit badges and other activities.  
We feel that we contribute in a small way through the 
scouts’ experience in building the Darts, and our hands-on 
teaching of basic flight physics in helping them balance and 
trim the airplanes properly.  All that said, these smiling fac-
es are two of the main reasons we do it. 

Yes, the Club did benefit in many ways.  We got 
some publicity since both the Santa Maria Times 
Newspaper and local TV station KCOY were pre-
sent.  Many young people and their parents 
learned a little about aeromodeling, heard about 
and saw RC flying, and learned that our Club is in 
the Santa Maria community.  All of us who volun-
teered had a great and invigorating time working 
with this energetic and appreciative bunch of kids.  
Finally, thanks to all the volunteers who made it 
possible:  Bob Allington as the spark plug for the 
whole program, Terry Pew, District Scout Com-
missioner, the Santa Maria chapter of The 99s 
Women Pilots Association, Mayor Lavagnino, and 
TVRCM members Jerry Miller, Carl Heavener, 
Hank Mossin, Chuck Bailey, and Cameron and Mark Irwin. 

We plan to offer more public events, both educational and flying, now that we have a brand new, 
easily accessible leased flying site, after many years of searching and months of negotiations – but 
that is another story. 

For questions or comments, contact the author below. 

Frank L. George,  TVRCM Vice President and News Editor 

Phone: (805) 929-2045 e-mail: tvrcm@att.net 



AMA’s Aero Lab at work. 

Here’s another club I visited on my trip. 

Like the program in the pages before these, the point 

is to do something good with and for, kids. The kids 

and adult instructors at Gibson Middle school in Las 

Vegas NV really enjoyed the program, so much so, 

they are chartering a new club at the school for these 

and future kids to come. All across this district and 

country we need to work with todays children. They 

need good clean fun things to do, and if we teach them 

a little about math, science and even a little geometry 

along the way, who’s it going to hurt…. :) 

Me with Vegas Aces Club President Dar-

rell Stubbs, great program Darrell! 



Coming into the RC flying hobby I used The 
Flying Circus as a source of guidance to help 
answer all my of my questions about 3d air-
planes. Then i started getting the bug for giant 
scale 3d. I made friends with a TFC member 
who made me a great deal on a 100cc bird. 
Now with a bigger plane I found myself mak-
ing an effort to fly at sites where I knew TFC 
members would be. I made friends with most 
of the local guys and this year made it out to 
my first rabbit bash, sporting a new Thunder 
Tiger toc yak 54 35%. I took my wife and 4 
month old baby girl along for the adventure 
that was going to be rabbit 2009. Unfortu-

nately I suffered total lock out "battery related" and watched my pride and joy fly itself into 
terraferma at 60mph+. Despite my loss we stayed for the rest of the weekend making awesome 
memories around the camp fire with some awesome members . After getting home and unloading 
reality set it. I realized the plane was a total loss all I salvaged was the receiver, that was literally it! 
With my wife staying home to care for our baby and me being the bread winner working at a dead 
end job it was not feasible for me to build a replacement airplane... I sat on this thought for a week 
or so trying to come up with schemes in my 
head on what to sell off or how to generate ex-
tra money to start putting a plane together. "its 
just not going to work" I said to my self so I 
made a post on TFC about the situation, and 
for the sole purpose of keeping my online 
friends in the loop not trying to get help, but 
help is exactly what I got. I sent the post and 
went to bed, when I woke in the morning I had 
three missed calls from some of the guys ask-
ing if I had been on TFC that morning I said "no 
I just woke up what's going on?" Come to find 
out guys I've only meet once or twice in my life 
are banning together to get me parts to build 
another plane! I couldn't believe it! So now I 
have a turn key tt toc yak 35% that I paid noth-
ing for. I was even given glue for the hinges!  

  

I tell you this story not to tell you about how cool of an experience I had nor to encourage you to 
post a sob story and see what you can get from these guys but simply to get the word out about the 
site and the caliber of members that are present on it every day. They have done huge things for 
me and I hope this article will be my way of doing a little something to help them out in return. If you 
are looking for some advise or not quite sure how something works or how to set something up, 
stop by TeamFlyingCircus.com and simply ask. I know I asked some no brainer questions and I 
never got bashed or made fun off, everyone was very helpful and kind to me and I can only hope 
that some of the readers of this article will find themselves on the site to see for themselves what a 
great group of guys there are on TFC 

 Thanks for reading and if you do stop by on the site send me a message my name is TADILLAC 

Tadd Norris. 

A letter from Tad Nooris 



UNIVERSITY AUVI COMPETITIONS 
By Tim Attaway, AVP for District X, Academy of Model Aeronautics. 

As UAV innovations have accelerated due to military applications the many University programs have 

responded with competitions that develop and promote expertise in design of specific purpose model 

aircraft.  One such competition is held in Webster Maryland each year and the 2010 version will be 

conducted on June 16th. 

In 2009, a team from the University of California at San Diego took second place in the competition.  

The team has been working on an aircraft for four years under the leadership of Josh Egbert, Tom 

Hong, Shane Grant and Peter Xu.  This team and 19 other teams from around our country and outside 

our country have registered and will bring aircraft to Webster this year.   

The competition consists of 3 components.  A written report on the aircraft and system that has been 

developed is  25 % of the competition score.  Secondly, the team has a presentation they must do 

which is worth 25 % of the competition score.  Thirdly, the team must fly the aircraft on a computer 

generated and controlled navigation to view 6 targets and send back data on those targets and this is 

worth 50 % of the final score.  Needless to say this is a very dynamic, system dense, militarily im-

portant reality element where the program can easily come up short or develop glitches. 

Total prize money offered through the Association of Unmanned Vehicle Systems is 78 thousand dol-

lars and the first prize is 14 thousand.  This also provides interested companies an opportunity to see 

projects, talk to participants and view the success in design and function of aircraft developed by Uni-

versity students. 

The pictures show the story of the aircraft as well as the components required for this event. The four 

students involved all have different engineering specialties that contribute to the overall design and 

function of the aircraft and all are vital to the success of the endeavor.  Tom Hong is the designated 

pilot and he is a self taught radio control pilot that began using a computer simulator to learn how to 

fly the aircraft through its testing stages.   

This AUVI competition is one of three university 

programs that I am aware of in the San Diego 

area and as such creates outstanding interface 

with our Silent Electric Flyers of San Diego Club 

in Mission Bay creating much interest and specu-

lation from club members that have watched 

numerous test flights and some crashes. 

THE UCSD TEAM … LEFT TO RIGHT: 

JOSH EGBERT, TOM HONG, SHANE GRANT AND 

PETER XU 



UCSD AIRCRAFT  

INTERIOR DESIGN FOR 

DEPLOYING CAMERA 

VIEW OF THE  

COMPUTOR AND 

TOM TAKING THE 

AIRCRAFT OUT FOR 

A TEST FLIGHT WITH 

JOSH AND PETER 

STANDING BY  

ASSISTING. 

TOM TAKING OFF ON THE RUN-

WAY AT SEFSD FLYING SITE ON 

MISSION BAY, SAN DIEGO.  THE 

AIRPLANE IS VERY SMOOTH IN 

FLIGHT BUT IT REQUIRES A LOT 

OF PATIENCE TO LAND AS IT IS 

RELATIVELY HEAVY AND MUST BE 

LANDED AT SPEED. 



TOM ON A FINAL  

APPROACH AT SEFSD 

….SAN DIEGO 

AFTER LANDING SAFELY 

AND BEGINNING TO 

TAXI BACK TO THE PIT 

AREA 

AFTER THE FLIGHT 

CHECK TIME 



Here are some pictures that were sent to me of the 1/8th Air Force Scale fly-in 

held on March 13-14 at Superstition Air Park in Mesa, AZ.  The Contest Director 

was Howard Kennedy.  They had about 88 pilots sign in and my contact Bill Law-

son counted about 130 planes it the pits on Saturday.   

                                          Thanks for sending us the report Bill. 



More 1/8th Air Force in Mesa AZ. 

Looks like a great event. Id like to 

see the Warthog fly! 



Advertise your Club. 

Could your club, be the 

“Club of the Month? 
 

The last thing I wanted to talk about in this third issue of your District X Newsletter is a new 

idea I had for the District X web site, advertising our clubs. Here’s how it could work…(as long 

as clubs participate). 

Clubs make and submit a 1 page flyer type advertisement about their club. Anything can be 

on the page, like the name, address, web site, officers, contact information, dues structure, 

event calendar, pictures of your biggest event, anything. Make it Color or Black & White but 

make it look as good and professional as possible to win. Your District X AVP’s and I will pick a 

winner each month and that club’s “flyer” will be posted on the front page of the District  X 

web site. 

WHY? 

To advertise your club of course!  

The flyer could focus on getting new members, or to help raise funds for flying field improve-

ments. If your club is a gold leader club, or you do TAG events you can advertise what you 

have done. If you did something really cool for a bunch of kids, or elders you can tell us all 

about it. 

Sometimes we just need another way to advertise our club’s, no matter what the reason and 

since we have a great opportunity to reach our entire district for free, why not offer it.  

Send submissions to me @ cabrowns@citlink.net and I will do the rest. 

Michael Brown, your District X Vice President. 

 


